
Co-op Academy Portland  SEND Information Report 

The Special Educational Needs and Disability Regulations 2014 require Co-op Academy Portland to 

publish certain information regarding our provision for pupils with special educational needs and 

disabilities (SEND). At Co-op Academy Portland we hope parents/carers of current and prospective 

pupils find the following information helpful. We encourage all interested parties to contact the 

school for more information.  

We provide support for the following SEND 

Dyslexia 
Dyspraxia 
Reading 
Spelling 
Speech and Language 
EAL 
ASC 
School Nursing Service 
Educational Psychology Service 
ELSA (Emotional Literacy Support) 
Wellcomm (Early Speech and Language support) 

We identify and assess pupils with SEND using the following methods 

We have a variety different strategies that can help to identify children with specific difficulties e.g. 
spelling/reading/maths. We complete non-verbal tests to identify children who are not working at 
their full capacity because of a specific difficulty. We use outside agencies to identify and support 
children identified as having a specific difficulty e.g.  
Educational Psychologist service 
Speech and Language 
SENAAT 
Gilbrook Outreach 
ASC team 
Carits’s 
CAMH’s 

We evaluate the effectiveness of our SEND provision in the following ways: 

We regularly assess the children against benchmark tests to ensure they are all making good or 
better progress. Quality First Teaching ensures that all children are working at their full potential 
with support when required. SENCO and staff regularly discuss what is working well and identify any 
children who are not making the expected progress. We then decide on the next steps for these 
children. Teachers ensure that the TA’s have time to prepare and resource interventions and that 
they have regular dialogue with the person delivering the intervention. 
SENAAT/S&L/Educational Psychologist reports feed into the child’s personal profile and any support 
plans that are in place 
SENCO analyses the data given each term and together with teachers and support staff identifies any 
children not making good progress. The intervention for that child is then reviewed and adapted 
using the Graduated approach of Assess, Plan, Do, Review.. 

Our arrangements for reviewing the progress of pupils with SEND are as follows: 

SENCO analyses data termly. Children who are not making good progress will have their provision 
adapted or changed to ensure that all children make good or better progress. Staff delivering 
interventions will ensure that children not making progress are identified very quickly and more 
suitable provision will be put in place. We also regularly review the pupil’s progress with parents and 
will give parents strategies for completing tasks at home that will be beneficial for their child. 



For children with more complex SEND we have regular multi agency meetings involving S&L, Ed 
Psychologist and other professionals .Through these we will decide the best strategies to support the 
child in order for them to make good progress.  

Our approach to teaching pupils with SEND includes: 

After a child has been identified as requiring support they will be placed on an intervention and 
regularly reviewed. The intervention can be in the form of; 
Group work to identify misconceptions that the child might have in recent work and rectify errors. 
1-2-1 reading and spelling to increase fluency and comprehension skills. 
Differentiated work in class that allows the child to access work at ARE but is supported so the child 
can develop independence. 
We also value parental/volunteer help and have these people coming in to support with extra 
reading. 
Y6 has booster sessions in groups to develop comprehension and maths reasoning skills. 
Y2 have maths booster lessons. 

We adapt the curriculum for pupils with SEND in the following ways: 

Quality First Teaching is at the centre of our curriculum but for those children who require extra 
support we adapt the curriculum with; 
Differentiated tasks to allow all pupils to work independently. 
Resources such as seating balls/overlays for those children who display Dyspraxia/Dyslexia traits. 
Strategies for those children who find it hard to concentrate through a lesson such as time out 
cards/visual timetables. 
Overlays and coloured paper to aid those with Dyslexic traits. 
Pencil grips and slanted work stations to aid handwriting. 
Access to computers for those who find handwriting difficult.  

We enable pupils with SEND to engage in the activities of the school together with children who 
do not have SEND in the following ways: 

At Co-op Academy Portland we do not have any children who require additional provision for 
physical difficulties at present. We do have a disabled toilet on the ground floor if a child were to 
come with a physical disability. Likewise we do not have to make special provisions at the moment 
for access to sports etc. 
If a child displays challenging behaviour and we are going on a school trip then extra adult support 
will be put in place and we may ask the parent to accompany us to help with the child’s behaviour. 
For those children who display challenging behaviour a range of sanctions and rewards are in place 
and are used consistently throughout the school. The staff, including midday staff, are made aware 
of the difficulties the child has and will act accordingly. 
Parents are kept informed of their child’s progress.   

The following emotional, mental and social support is available for pupils with SEND: 

At Portland we have a Welfare Officer Mrs E Tolcher who attends meetings for those children with 
outside agency involvement. 
We also provide support and advice through the ASC team. 
We have an Educational Psychologist who will advise for those children with more severe SEND. 
We access Gilbrook Outreach when required for those children displaying challenging behaviour. 
Caritas has a workshop once a week at Co-op Academy Portland and will work with children and 
families that we think require support. 
Teachers at Portland display skill and nurturing when dealing with a number of situations that may 
arise in the course of a normal week and this was identified in our last Ofsted Report. Children with 
emotional and social difficulties will be treated on a 1-2-1 basis depending on need ad all relevant 
staff will be kept informed of strategies in place to support the child through the whole of the school 
day. 
 
 



Our SEND co-ordinator is: Jane Gooding 

We currently possess the following provisions to assist out pupils with SEND: 

iPads 
Pencil Grips 
Slanted writing desks 
Coloured overlays 
Seating balls 
Read, Write, Ink phonics and reading support 
Maths booster groups for Y2 and Y6 
WellComm package  
 

Our confirmed plans for SEND provision in the future: 

To continue to develop strategies such as RWI 1-2-1 support. 
Targeted interventions to identify quickly any pupils who may fall behind and enable them to make 
good progress to catch up with their peers. 
Continue to develop Speech and Language across the school. 
Continue to develop the ELSA programme for children with social and emotional difficulties. 
 

Our arrangements for ensuring the necessary involvement of parents are as follows: 

We hold regular updates for all parents and for parents of a SEND child we have regular updates. We 
operate an “Open door” policy so parents are free to come and see the SENCO or class teacher at a 
convenient time. SENCO also holds multi agency meetings for parents and other outside agencies 
involved with the child to review progress when required.   

Our arrangements regarding SEND related complaints from parents are as follows: 

Portland follows the LEA guidelines regarding SEND complaints. The full procedure can be found in 
the SEND information area on our website. 

We work with the following bodies to ensure the best possible provision for pupils with SEND: 

CAMH’s 
Caritas 
ASC Society 
Gilbrook Outreach 
Educational Psychology Service 
SENAAT 
Speech and Language 
MEAS (For those children with EAL) 

Parents of children with SEND may find the following additional services helpful: 

Details of SEND services and provision can be found on the LEA website, a link to which is at the 
bottom of the SEND provision in Local Schools area on the Local Authority website. 

Our transitional arrangements for pupils with SEND include: 

SENCO will meet with pupils and parents to discuss difficulties regarding transition. 
SENCO will liaise with other SENCO’s to ensure smooth transition for pupils and arrange for 
enhanced transition when required. 



If required a meeting will be held with parents and receiving school to discuss provision for the child 
and any special requirements that may be needed. If necessary the child may be able to attend the 
receiving school prior to joining to make it more familiar. 

For more information regarding Co-op Academy’s SEND provision, please contact the school office 
on 01516525124 who will direct you to the relevant member of staff. 

More details of the LEA Local Offer can be found on the LEA website a link to which is at the bottom 
of our SEND provision in Local Schools area on our website. 

 


